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Our “problem” with Canada Geese
By Jenn Bock, President, Nature Guelph

People love to hate them and hate to love 
them. In the City of Guelph (like many 
municipalities) we’re in the middle of a 
very familiar goose crisis. People want 
park spaces with large, open, manicured 
lawns that run right up to the water’s 
edge. They want to look at the geese 
swimming happily in the water. They 
love watching goslings paddling away 
following their goose mamas in the 
springtime. Some people even want to be 
able to feed the geese with their kids or 
grandkids when the mood strikes. BUT 
when those geese walk on the park lawns, 
defend their nests or, God forbid, even 
think about pooping… people do not like 
that one bit. Seems a bit silly to me! But 
the question is – can people have their 
cake and eat it too? Is there a way that 
we can enjoy a favourite goose habitat 
(yummy cut grass that runs right up to 
the safety of the water) AND have some 
geese around, but not too many? And 
ideally, no aggressive soon-to-be/new 
parent geese. Oh, and of course no poop. 
The short answer is no. Obviously not. 

There are a lot of things we can do to 
try to get rid of geese in city parks. Other 
cities have tried them all. “Solutions” 
include things like repellent grass spray 
(tastes bad, also likely bad for a lot of 

other things), relocation (geese have 
wings…), culling (there are always more 
geese to move in), destroying nests 
(they’ll make more), loud noises (don’t 
jive with people who like peace and 
quiet) and trained dogs (effective, but 
would have to run them regularly). While 
any one of these “solutions” might work 
a little, none are terribly effective and 
certainly none are a quick fix. Any serious 
dent in the goose population would take 
consistent, repeated applications over the 
years, which would cost a lot of money.

As far as I’m concerned, there are  
two real answers. First, people need to 
get over lawns. With a certain buffer 
of naturalized shoreline (trees, shrubs, 
other plants) we would see a drastic 
reduction in the number of geese. They 
don’t seem to feel as comfortable when 
there could be predators lurking between 
the lawn and the water. But of course, 
this would mean giving up that classic 
‘picnic on the grass beside the water’ 
thing. Second, education, education, 
education! I think it would be great if 
the City invested in some educational 
signage about not feeding geese, giving 
goose parents tons of space, and gen-
erally living peacefully with these big, 
familiar feathered friends. l
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Fun Goose Facts 
1. Canada Geese are adapted to  

live in grassland habitat, which 
means that as we develop more  
of Ontario’s open spaces, more 
and more geese are going to  
move into urban environments. 

2. There are 7 subspecies of Canada 
Goose and 4 species of Cackling 
Goose (their mini cousin) and  
it’s tough to tell any of them apart. 

3. The largest subspecies (Branta 
Canadensis maxima) was nearly 
driven to extinction, but their 
reintroduction program was  
VERY successful. Now they’re  
the most common type! 

4. The oldest known Canada Goose 
was shot at the age of 33 years,  
3 months.



Connecting  
with  
water

Krystyn Tully  
Vice President and Co-Founder, Swim Drink Fish Canada

Nature Guelph Speaker Series 

May 11, 2017 – 7:30 pm 

The Arboretum Centre, University of Guelph

Everyone welcome. Donations appreciated.

Krystyn will talk about the idea of water literacy and why it matters  
to you. She’ll share stories about successes (and failures) from people  
working to restore Canada’s waters to ensure a swimmable, drinkable, 
fishable future. You’ll also hear about simple steps you can take today  
to make your life by the water happier, healthier, and more rewarding.

www.natureguelph.ca/events
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Ontario finally ends controversial  
hunt of snapping turtles 
From thegreenpages.ca – April 7, 2017 

Nature Guelph News May/June 2017 3

Toronto – Conservation groups in 
Ontario are applauding the provincial 
government’s decision to end hunting  
of snapping turtles.

Ontario lists the snapping turtle as 
a species of “special concern,” which 
means that although it is not yet endan-
gered or threatened, a combination of 
biological characteristics and identified 
threats, including hunting, could  
endanger or threaten it.

“Snapping turtles mature at a very 
late age,” says Scott Gillingwater, past 
president of the Canadian Herpetological 
Society. “It generally takes 17 to 20 years 
before a female can lay her first clutch  
of eggs, making populations of this  
species exceptionally vulnerable to 
increased mortality of adults. Ending 
hunting of snapping turtles is an  
important and necessary first step in  
the recovery of this species, an outcome 
that all groups that value nature and  
the outdoors should support.”

In December 2016, the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry proposed to limit but not end 
the hunt. In response, thousands of 
Ontarians submitted comments through 
the Environmental Registry, asking the 
government to close the hunt completely.

“At a local scale, the hunt can have 
disastrous impacts on some popula-
tions,” says Rachel Plotkin, science 
projects manager for the David Suzuki 

Foundation in Ontario. “Ending the hunt 
is important not only at the local scale 
but also on the global stage, as turtles are 
in decline across the planet.”

Science clearly shows the hunt is 
unsustainable, and that snapping turtle 
populations will decline with even  
minor increases in adult deaths.  
Hunting adds to the cumulative adverse 
impacts of other significant threats  
to the species, making recovery more 
difficult and expensive.

“I commend the government for 
embracing a precautionary approach 

and heeding the science,” says Ontario 
Nature conservation and education 
director Anne Bell. “Ending the hunt 
helps to give snapping turtles a fighting 
chance and frees us up to focus attention 
on dealing with other threats such as 
wetland loss and road kills.” l

Nature Guelph is proud to have 
signed Ontario Nature’s  
submission banning the hunting  
of snapping turtles. 
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For the best in bird food, feeders, binoculars,  
spotting scopes, bird baths and nature gifts.

951 Gordon St., Guelph | 519-821-2473
wellbirds@bell.net | www.guelph.wbu.com

Your Backyard Birdfeeding Specialist

Guelph Lake Nature Centre

Please visit www.grandriver.ca for  
information about all GRCA family programs.
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Spring Breaks Through
By Judy Brisson, Nature Guelph Wildflower Society

In Wellington County, we will soon  
see carpets of spring wildflowers,  
an experience unique to the rich moist 
soils of the eastern deciduous forest. 
April and May are the months to get out, 
wander the woods, crouch close to the 
ground, and experience these fleeting 
blossoms up close and personal. 

Look for these Spring plants in 
woodlots around Guelph:

Wild Leek (Allium triccocum)

Large White Trillium  
(Trillium grandiflorum)

Red Trillium (Trillium erectum)

Sanguinaria canadensis (Bloodroot)

False Solomon’s Seal  
(Smilacina racemosa)

Jack in the Pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum)

Yellow, White Dog Tooth Violets a.k.a. 
Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum, 
Erythronium alba)

Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense)

Blue Cohosh  
(Caulophyllum thalictroides)

Mayapple (Podophyllum pelatum)

Wild Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis)

Mayflower (Maianthemum canadense)

Blue and Yellow Violets (Viola)

Red Baneberry (Actaea rubra)

Bugbane, Black Cohosh  
(Cimicifuga racemosa)

Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica)

Virginia Waterleaf  
(Hydrophyllum virginianum)

Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris)

Toothwort (Dentaria diphylla)

Cut leafed Toothwort  
(Dentaria laciniata)
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Trout LilyWild Leek Virginia Waterleaf

BloodrootBlue Cohosh  

Growing Together
Nature Guelph Wildflower Society 
partners throughout the year with 
other groups sharing an interest 
in native plants. Our seed planting 
workshop uses seeds collected by 
members, and for several years 
we have invited volunteers from 
Pollination Guelph to attend. The 
volunteers planted species that will 
be used in some of their pollinator- 
friendly garden projects, and we  
also provide their volunteers with 
advice on how to grow the plants. 

Seeds are stratified prior to  
the workshop – and stratified seed 
cannot be stored. NGWS shared 
leftover seed with The Arboretum  
to grow plants for their Roots and 
Shoots garden. We’ve also shared 
seed with Paisley Road Public 
School for their butterfly garden,  
and donated seed to Seedy Saturday 
where members of the public could 
take some home for their gardens. 
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Predator or Prey?
The NITs and NATs enjoyed a Predator/Prey outdoor game on March 25.  
Jean Luc first explained the game inside and then it was outside for fun and 
games! He and Larry were the “humans.” There was one “disease” and one 
“weather” that plagued the omnivores, carnivores and herbivores. And there 
was rain – a lot of rain! Surprisingly, no one ended up too muddy. 

Predator/Prey is a great activity to help kids understand the circle of life as 
they find out, in the end, who was endangered, overpopulated or balanced. 

Wild Blue Phlox
Phlox divaricata
I look forward to seeing the pale 
blue blooms of Wild Blue Phlox 
every spring. They light up the shady 
corners, reflect moonlight  
and blend well with the yellow 
blooms of trout lilies, bellwort and 
woodland poppy.

It is native to most of Eastern 
North America, from James Bay 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and is found 
in the shade of deciduous forests. 
Blooming in late April through May, 
it provides nectar for the spring bees 
and overwintering butterflies.

The plant grows in slowing 
spreading clumps, with flowering 
stems reaching about 30 cm high.  
In gardens, it is a well behaved 
native substitute for invasive gout-
weed. Like all phlox, it can suffer 
from downy mildew if air circulation 
is poor. It is well adapted to our 
alkaline Southern Ontario soils but 
will tolerate moderately acid soil.

Clumps are easily split for  
propagation, stems can be layered 
and cuttings taken in spring will 
root. Seeds ripen in early summer 
and need cool, moist stratification 
before germination.



NATURE GUELPH  
MEETINGS & SPEAKER SERIES

Meetings occur on the second Thursday 
of each month. We begin with a brief 
business meeting, followed by a short 
break, then the speaker’s presentation. 

May 11, 7:30 pm 
Connecting with Water
Krystyn Tully, Vice President and 
Co-Founder, Swim Drink Fish Canada

OAC Centennial Arboretum Centre,  
University of Guelph
270 Arboretum Road, Guelph

Non-members are very welcome. 
Goodwill donations gratefully accepted.  
Snacks and coffee available for a nominal 
fee. Please bring your own coffee mug.

Visit www.natureguelph.ca for updates. 

We ask that you do not wear perfumes out of 
respect for people who are allergic to them. 

June 7, 6:30 pm 
Outdoor Spring Picnic 
Everyone is invited to picnic together  
at St. Brigid’s Villa and explore the 
beautiful grounds of the Ignatius Jesuit 
Centre. Wild Ontario will be there for  
an up-close raptor demonstration. 
Family-friendly. Bring your own dinner, 
dishes and cutlery. Full kitchen on-site. 

St. Brigid’s Villa, Ignatius Jesuit Centre 
of Guelph, 5420 Hwy. 6 North 
Please note that the Ignatius Centre is  
a bottled-water-free area. 

NATURE GUELPH  
OUTDOOR EVENTS

May 7, 1:00–3:00 pm 
Nature in the City (Walk):  
World of Wildflowers 
Starkey Hill Trail, 735 Arkell Rd., Arkell

May 13, 7:00–10:00 am 
2Rivers Festival: International 
Migratory Bird Day in Guelph
Meet at the Covered Bridge, Guelph

May 14, 1:30–2:30 pm  
Nature in the City (Walk):  
Our Native Trees 
The Arboretum Centre

May 28, 1:00–4:00 pm  
History in Rocks: Geology and 
Landforms Road Trip
Dr. Laura Brown, Geographer

Meet at The Arboretum Centre parking 
lot. Carpooling to various locations. 

NATURE GUELPH  
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY

May 17, 7:00 pm 
Spring Wildflower Walk
Meet at The Arboretum Centre parking 
lot for a walk through Victoria Woods. 

May 27, 9:00 am–2:00 pm 
Annual Native Plant Sale 
In partnership with the  
Guelph Enabling Garden and Guelph 
Wellington Master Gardeners

Exhibition Park Arena
68 Division St., Guelph

June 17, 1:00 pm 
Annual Seed Workshop: Part 2
10 Hartwood Court, Guelph

June 18, 9:30 am–noon 
Surveying for Species of  
Plants at Risk: Part 2
Monique Aarts,  
Blazing Star Environmental

Meet at Ignatius Jesuit Centre, Cross 
Creek Blvd. entrance. Parking on street.

June 21, 7:00 pm 
Mystery Wildflower Walk
Meet at the Canadian Tire Plaza on 
Woodlawn Rd. Park near Sadie’s Kitchen.  

NEARBY NATURALIST CLUBS 
SELECT EVENTS

Halton/North Peel Naturalists Club
hnpnc.com

May 21 
Spring Birding at Thickson Wood, 
Lynde Shores and Cranberry Marsh
Call Ray Blower, 519-853-0171,  
for starting location and times. 

Hamilton Naturalists Club
hamiltonnature.org

May 17, 6:30–8:30 pm 
Migrant Warblers at Paletta Park 
Meet at the parking lot at  
4280 Lakeshore Road, Burlington

rare
raresites.org

May 10, 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
Forest Plantation Naturalization 
Meet at Lamb’s Inn, rare ECO Centre 
768 Blair Road, Cambridge
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Upcoming Events

Nature Network News
Subscribe to Ontario Nature’s monthly 
Nature Network News. It’s free!

www.ontarionature.org/discover/mem-
ber_groups/nature_network_news.php



Abbie has always 
been connected to 
nature, whether 
that be through 
hiking, camping or 
canoeing. She grew 
up in Uxbridge and 
moved to Guelph in 
2014 to begin the 
Bachelor of Science 

in Environmental Sciences program at the 
University of Guelph (now in her third year). 
She developed a particular interest in entomol-
ogy, botany and pathology and the intersection 
of these three fields in agriculture. 

Abbie is very excited to be volunteering  
with Nature Guelph as the University 
Community Liaison. She feels it is important to 
engage and educate people on environmental 
issues so we can bring about the changes we 
wish to see in our local and global communities.

Kelley moved to 
Guelph with her 
husband Colin and 
son Lennox in 2010. 
She has a teaching 
degree in Outdoor 
and Experiential 
Education, and  
currently teaches 
Grade 7 and 8 

French and Language at Kortright Hills Public 
School here in town. When Lennox was six,  
he enthusiastically joined the Young NATs  
and is now a NIT for the first time – that  
was how she first heard about Nature Guelph.  
And this year she has finally managed to  
have Thursday nights free enough to attend 
Nature Guelph lectures!

Kelley joins the Nature Guelph executive 
team as webmaster, helping to oversee and 
manage the website.
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President
Jenn Bock
president@natureguelph.ca

Past President
Peter Kelly
pastpresident@natureguelph.ca

Vice President
Brett Forsyth
vicepresident@natureguelph.ca

Secretary
Christine Bowen 
secretary@natureguelph.ca

Treasurer
John Prescott
treasurer@natureguelph.ca

Membership
David Churchill 
membership@natureguelph.ca

Indoor Programs
Peter Kelly
indoorprogs@natureguelph.ca

Outdoor Programs
outdoorprogs@natureguelph.ca

Naturalists-in-Training (NITs)
nits@natureguelph.ca

Young Naturalists (NATs)
Ann Schletz
nats@natureguelph.ca

Communications
Randy Van Gerwen 
communications@natureguelph.ca

Newsletter Editor
Sandra MacGregor 
newsletter@natureguelph.ca

Publicity & Social Media
Denise Fell
publicity@natureguelph.ca

Website 
Kelley Jones
webmaster@natureguelph.ca 

Conservation Coordinator
Colin Oaks 
conservation@natureguelph.ca

Volunteer Coordinator
Christine Bowen 
volunteer@natureguelph.ca

Ontario Nature Rep
Mary Ellen Pyear 
onrep@natureguelph.ca

University Community Liaison
Abigail Wiesner
uogliaison@natureguelph.ca

Wildflower Society
Judy Brisson
judybrisson@rogers.com

Nature Guelph
P.O. Box 1401
Guelph, Ontario N1H 6N8
www.natureguelph.ca

Check us out on Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram.

Nature Guelph News 
Please submit all contributions for 
the next issue to Sandra MacGregor 
by email on or before August 1, 2017. 

Thank you to all our contributors. 

Advertising
Please email Randy Van Gerwen at  
communications@natureguelph.ca 
if you wish to publish nature-related 
ads in this newsletter. 

NATURE GUELPH EXECUTIVE TEAM 

We Need  
Your Talent
Copywriters:  
Nature Guelph is looking 
for copywriters and copy 
editors to contribute to 
various communication  
initiatives including our 
newsletter and website.  
Spread the word!

Interested in volunteer-
ing with Nature Guelph? 
Please contact Christine 
Bowen: volunteer@
natureguelph.ca

Nature Guelph is 
grateful for the loyalty 
of our advertisers and 
thank our members 
for supporting them.

Abigail (Abbie) Weisner Kelley Jones

Welcome New Exec Members! 


